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most durable and; so far as initial cost of construction gQQs,
the most expensive. It consists of oblong blocks of granite Granite-
set lengthwise on a bed of concrete. This bed or base, pavements
which is usually about five or six inches thick, is covered
with a cushion of sand from one and one half to two inches
deep; on this the blocks, which are about four inches wide
and eight inches long, are laid and firmly rammed down.
After they are in place the joints between them are usually
grouted with a mixture of cement and fine sand; or with
gravel and coal-tar pitch; which completely fills all the voids
and remains flush with the tops of the blocks. The cost of
this pavement depends to some extent upon whether or not
there are granite cliffs or quarries close at hand; but under
the average conditions it will be (including excavations and
base) not much less than three dollars and a half per square
yard. Even under the strain of very heavy traffic this pave-
ment should give forty years of service. The annual cost of
keeping it in repair is very small, only a few cents per square
yard. This type should not, however,, be confused with
the old Belgian block pavement of a decade or more ago,
which was laid without any concrete base and rarely proved
satisfactory, for the blocks settled unevenly and resulted
in a street full of holes.1 The new pavement,, with the
concrete base, stands up well under heavy use. When the
blocks become worn they can be taken up, turned end for
end or re-cut if necessary, and then relaicL This type of
pavement is by far the best for heavy teaming thorough-
fares, and for streets in the neighborhood of terminals or
in the wholesale district of a city. The great drawbacks
are its unevenness for light traffic, its noisiness, and the
difficulty in keeping it clean. These shortcomings, how-
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1 These blocks were sadly misaamod.   They were not Belgian at all,
J&ut mainly trap-rook from qtmrrias along the Hudson Biver.